Chapter Nineteen
THE THIRD ESCAPE: TAHITI AGAIX

On his arrival in Tahiti, which may have been as late as
August, although if this were so it is difficult to imagine how
he spent so long on the voyage, Gauguin stayed in Papeete for
a short time while he looked for a new home* He decided
this time to build himself a hut, so that he would have exactly
the accommodation he needed. At Punavia, near the end of the
Punaru Valley, he found a site on the seashore that pleased
him and that he succeeded in renting from the owner, an
unpractical arrangement that he was soon to regret. Punavia
was less than half the distance from Papeete to Mataiea, but the
situation was almost more beautiful. Here the soil was very
fertile, and the vegetation the richest on the island*
By November the large Tahitian hut was already bulk. It
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stood near the road, surrounded by flowering shrubs, but was
in the shadow of a number of large trees. In front lay the island
of Moorea while from behind a magnificent view of the great
mountains of the island could be seen, rising above the central
plateau that he had once explored.
Gauguin had brought with him a number of things from
the rue Vercingetorix which he used to furnish his hur.
'Imagine/' he wrote to the faithful Daniel, "a large bamboo
birdcage with a roof thatched with coco-nut leaves, divided
into two parts by the curtains of my old studio. One of the
two parts forms a bedroom with very little light in order to
keep it cool. The other part has a large high window and forms
the studio. On the ground, mats and my old Persian carpet:
the whole decorated with stuffs, bibelots and drawings/' He
decorated the smaller glass panes in the hut with designs in
oil, and carved two coco-nut tree-trunks in the form of
Polynesian gods and erected them outside the entrance. A
smaller hut served as a stable for his horse and cart*
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